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SEPTEMBER  2007 
 

Campaign 
Lisa Hancock Rehrig and 
Elizabeth Sala 
Palos Verdes Peninsula 
Council of Parent-Teacher 
Associations 
Dated:  September 4, 2007 
File Number A-07-126 

Detailed discussion of how entities that are commonly 
referred to as “multi-purpose” organizations, i.e., they exist 
primarily for purposes other than making contributions or 
expenditures for political purposes, report political 
expenditures deriving from contributions received from 
members and distinguishing those from donations received for 
non-political purposes.  Letter also discusses the “one bite of 
the apple” rule as it pertains to multi-purpose organizations. 

Kimberly Smith 
City of Cupertino 
Dated:  September 14, 2007 
File Number A-07-154 

In connection with a February 5, 2008, special election, 
the City of Cupertino requested a filing schedule.  If the semi-
annual and first pre-election statements are not combined, the 
semi-annual statement covering the period through December 
31, 2007, would be filed on January 31, 2008, which is after 
the two pre-election statements are required.  Therefore, the 
combined first pre-election/semi-annual statement is due by 
January 7, 2008, and the second pre-election statement is due 
by January 24, 2008.   

Lee Ann Williams 
Dated:  September 19, 2007 
File Number I-07-142 

A group of citizens plans to address a possible recall of 
local school board members.  If the group receives 
contributions totaling $1,000 or more in a calendar year, or 
pools funds totaling $1,000 or more in a calendar year for the 
purpose of supporting or opposing candidates or ballot 
measures (including a recall measure), the group will become 
a recipient committee and will incur campaign disclosure 
reporting obligations pursuant to the Act.  

Richard M. Egan 
Direct File Online Political 
Resources 
Dated:  September 21, 2007 
File Number I-07-153 

President of online political filing vendor asks about 
contribution limits applicable to State Assembly, Senate, and 
other statewide committees to a candidate for non-partisan 
local elections where there is no local ordinance limiting the 
amount of contributions.  The Act does not generally limit 
contributions in connection with local elections. The Act 
imposes limits on contributions to candidates for elective state 
office and on contributions to committees that make 
contributions to candidates for elective state office (Sections 
85301-85303).   The Act's contribution limits do not apply to 
elections for local office.  
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Conflicts of Interest 

Councilmember Mark 
Johannessen 
City of West Sacramento 
Dated:  September 5, 2007 
File Number A-07-134 

A city council member may participate in city council 
decisions to finance engineering studies and to hire consulting 
firms to review facility and environmental concerns for the 45 
miles of levee protecting the city despite a real property 
interest within 500 feet of one of the nine portions of the levee 
system. 

Joseph K. Lyou 
South Coast Air Quality 
management District 
Dated:  September 6, 2007 
File Number A-07-138 
 

A local official is advised that he must report as a gift 
the hotel accommodations he received in attending a friend’s 
wedding. 

Carol Federighi 
Mayor, City of Lafayette 
Dated:  September 6, 2007 
File Number A-07-139 

A city mayor invited to a conference in Paris, France to 
discuss various issues of French-American policies asks 
whether or not she is prohibited by the Act from accepting the 
invitation.  The conference is hosted by a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization.  Along with informational conference sessions, 
the non-profit is providing free round trip airfare to Paris, 
hotel accommodations, meals, an evening concert, and a tour 
of the frigate L’Hermione.  Staff advised that though the 
travel, lodging, and meals are reportable gifts, they are not 
subject to the Act’s gift limits because they fall within the 
exception for travel payments in Section 89506(a)(2).  
However, the evening concert and the tour of the frigate do 
not fit within any exception and are subject to the Act’s gift 
limits and reporting requirements. 

Tomas Lopez 
City of Santa Maria 
Dated: September 28, 2007 
File Number A-07-141 

The Act does not prohibit a city planning commissioner 
from also serving as a consultant to the city building 
department.  However, the conflict-of-interest provisions of 
the Act prohibit him from making, participating in making or 
using his official position to influence planning commission 
decisions if it is reasonably foreseeable that the decisions will 
have a material financial effect upon his consulting business. 

Steve Knoblock 
San Clemente City Council 
Dated:  September 25, 2007 
File NumberI-07-143 

A local official is advised that he has a conflict of 
interest in participating in a governmental decision regarding 
a toll road extension where he owns real property within 500 
feet of the project boundaries.  The official may, however, 
participate in a governmental decision to appoint a member to 
the agency that oversees the toll road extension project as long 
as there is no understanding between the councilmember and 
the appointee as to how the member will vote and the 
appointee has not taken a position on the issue or expressed 
intention as to how he or she may vote. 
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Naaz Alikhan 
Dated:  September 4, 2007 
File Number A-07-146 

The Act does not bar a public official from accepting 
private employment; however, outside employment may be 
disqualifying in future decisions that affect the official’s 
client. 

Councilmember Mark 
Johannessen 
City of West Sacramento 
Dated:  September 10, 2007 
File Number A-07-147 

A city council member has a conflict of interest in 
participating in a governmental decision to move a historical 
building to a lot within 500 feet from the councilmember’s 
residence.  The Act’s conflict-of-interest provisions prohibit 
the councilmember from participating in the decision unless 
an exception applies. 

Directors  David Eufusia 
and Lane Lees 
Half Moon Bay Fire 
Protection District  
Dated:  September 25, 2007 
File Number A-07-149 
 

The Fire Protection District directors may participate in 
decisions regarding the continued payment of medical 
benefits to retirees of the district, so long as the decision will 
affect all employees of district in the officials’ job 
classification in the same manner. 

Dr. Glen Grayman 
Desert Health Care District 
Dated:  September 28, 2007 
File Number A-07-151 

General Counsel for Desert Health Care District Board 
Member requested advice regarding a possible conflict of 
interest based on his role as President of the Board of 
Directors for the Health Awareness Resource Center, a non-
profit group.  Staff advised that because the board member 
had no economic interest, there was no potential conflict. 

Lori Macagni 
Santa Maria Cemetery 
District 
Dated:  September 25, 2007 
File Number A-07-156 

Santa Maria Cemetery District Board Member 
requested advice regarding a possible conflict of interest 
based on her role as past President and board member of the 
Angel of Hope Project, a non-profit group.  Staff advised that 
because the board member had no economic interest, there 
was no potential conflict.  

 

Conflict of Interest Code 
Frank Galang 
San Diego County Board of 
Supervisors 
Dated:  September 6, 2007 
File Number I-07-131 

A county board of supervisors, as the local filing officer, 
is advised that a member of the Indian Gaming Local 
Community Benefit Committee, who by law was selected to 
serve on the Committee based on the recommendation of the 
county’s Indian tribes, is required to file a statement of 
economic interests now that the committee has adopted a 
conflict of interest code and the position has been designated.  

Gift 
Nicholas Gonzales Yuen 
Peralta Community College 
School Board 
Dated:  September 28, 2007 
File Number  A-07-150 

A local official is advised that gift certificates he received 
from a company for referrals he made that resulted in new 
business for the company are income under the Act and must 
be disclosed on his statement of economic interests if the 
amount exceeds the reporting threshold. 
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Revolving Door 
Alicia Colburn 
Department of 
Transportation 
Dated:  September 4, 2007 
File Number I-07-135 

The one-year post-governmental employment 
restrictions prohibit a former Caltrans employees’ appearances 
or communications before her former agency while 
representing clients of her new employer if the appearance or 
communication is made for the purpose of influencing 
administrative or legislative action, or influencing any action 
or proceeding involving the issuance, amendment, awarding, 
or revocation of a permit, license, grant, or contract or the sale 
or purchase of goods or property.  She is also barred from 
representing clients in proceedings in which she participated 
while employed by Caltrans.  

Aaron Johnson 
Hartnell College Board of 
Trustees 
Dated:  September 27, 2007 
File Number A-07-144 

A superintendent of a community college sought advice 
on behalf of a member of the Board of Trustees of the college 
regarding the revolving door provisions of the Act as 
applicable to local officials.  Specifically, the requestor wished 
to know whether a Trustee who would be permanently leaving 
the Board, appear before or communicate with the Board in 
order to solicit business for his law firm.  We advised that the 
Act’s one-year ban on a local official’s making an appearance 
or communication with his or her former agency for 
compensation to influence any legislative or administrative 
action, or a discretionary act such as issuing, amending, 
awarding, or revocation of a permit license, grant, or contract, 
or sale or purchase of goods or property applies to a member 
of the Board, a local elected official.  Therefore, the official 
may not for a period of one year after leaving the Board, 
represent for compensation any other person, including a 
business entity, by communicating or appearing before the 
Board for the purpose of influencing any contract, sale, or 
purchase or goods or property.  

 
 
September 2007 
Juanita G. Lira 


